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SHORTER NOTES 

TWO TEXTUAL PROBLEMS IN ARISTOPHANES 

I. WASPS 1024 

dpOELs S S.Leyag Kal rqlirOELs WS oVSS 7ELr TTWTOT iv VFiLV, 
OVK tEKTEAEcraLt -)OLatv rrapOels ov0S' oyKcoaaL r6 op6v,rnia, 
ov s rraAaLarpas 7repLKcWOadELV 7TELprpV Ovs' EL' tLS paaT-rs 1025 
KwCOeLwetUOaL 7raLLiX' eavTrov JLacO oa7revae 7rpos aVTOrv, 
OVSevt TW7rOTE 9rLaL TTLrEUOaLaI, 'yvI7xLv rLV EXcV EiTLELKj, 
Lva ras Movaas ataw Xp7rTaL firTTpoaycoyovg da7ro 5vq. 

In 1023ff. the poet explains that he has not been spoiled by success. The verb 
EKTEAE/aaL in 1024 has been suspected, and though recent editors accept it, taking it as 
absolute, I am far from convinced that it is what the author wrote. Blaydes, in his 
usual fashion, records conjectures and makes some of his own, but though he hits the 
mark quite often in Aristophanes as he does in Sophocles, in this passage his efforts, 
e.g. EKyeAaadaL, fail to satisfy. I propose instead cKXaAaaaL, 'relax'. It might be 
transitive, but I slightly prefer to take it as intransitive. It is a rare word and all the 
more likely to be corrupted. The best parallel I can find is Hippocrates, De Octimestri 
Partu 1.2 (ed. Joly, 5 ed. Grensemann): ot' VLE'veS v olcL 1rrv dpX-'v Tpdafr', carep 
rC)v dara(aXVov, EXEXaAaaav rTpoaOev dvayKaotLevot r7e TeAELs EaSpvvOjval 7ov 

KapTrov. 
The verb is correctly transmitted in the best MS, Marc.gr. 269, while the other main 

source of the treatise, Vat.gr. 276, offers E'EKadAEaav9, which is clearly due to an error 

by a scribe who did not recognize the unusual word required by the context. As to the 
date of this treatise, it is believed by one of the best modern authorities to be no later 
than the end of the fifth century and is therefore nearly contemporary with 

Aristophanes. 

II. LYSISTRATA 324 

7TrTOV 7TETO NLKOSglK7, 

7Tplv fLr7TETp7)aOac KaA,vKr7v 
Tr Kal KplTvAAav rrEpLcVarTW 

turo' TE vodtuvt dpyaAe'wv 
Vrr TE yepovTov 3AdOpwv. 325 

Editors up to and including Hall and Geldart found this line difficult. Then Oeri 

produced the clever suggestion VtrTO ' dve'pwv, which has been accepted ever since. 
Excellent though it is, it involves a change of three letters, and if an equally good 
result can be achieved with the change of just one, the more economical adjustment 
should be preferred. Read tvro' Te vorcv. For V0oro in the plural there are parallels in 
the Aristotelian corpus, De Mundo 394b21, 395al, Problems 862al7, 946a4, and in 
Athenaeus (citing Galen) 1.26CD. South winds were not always benign; from the 

passages in the Problems it emerges that they could be rrvpeTrc8es.2 

Lincoln College, Oxford N. G. WILSON 

' See R. Joly's Bude edn, Hippocrate XI (Paris, 1970), 161. H. Grensemann in the Abhand- 
lungen of the Mainz Academy (1968), no. 2, 95, argues for a slightly later date. 

2 My thanks to Professor C. Collard for his observations on these notes. 
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